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Trap Shooting Rules 
 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS MUST BE DISPLAYED ON YOUR PERSON  
AT ALL TIMES WHEN YOU ARE USING THE CLUB PROPERTY 

 

The In-Ground Traps Are Open For Club Functions Only. Personal Use Of The Trap 
Area Is Permitted; However, The Throwing Of And Shooting At The Targets Must 
Be Done From Next To Or Beyond The In-Ground Trap Houses. Shooting Slug 
Guns Of Any Type Should Not Be Done On The Trap Range. Use The Rifle Range 
For This Activity. 

CLUB FUNCTIONS 
 

2nd Sunday Of The Month From 8:00 AM To 2:00 PM 

Claybuster League From April Till August From 5:00 PM Till 9:00 PM 
 

The Following Are Some Guidelines For Trapshooting 
 

1. Eye And Hearing Protection Is A Smart Thing To Do. It Is Also Required For 
Practice And Competition. 
 

2. Know Your Gun And Fit It Properly Safety Check: 

a. Barrel 
b. Stock 
c. Action 
d. Muzzle 
e. Trigger and trigger guard 

 

3. Fit: 

a. Barrel 
b. Comb (drop) 
c. Length of pull 

 

4. Safe Gun Handling On The Range  

a. Do not assume a gun is empty. Open the action to assure an empty gun 
b. Check your barrel to assure no blockage 
c. Carry your gun with the muzzle pointing to the ground, unloaded, and action open. 
d. Treat the gun as if were loaded (muzzle pointed in a safe direction, finger off the 

trigger) 
e. Use proper ammunition-do not carry more than one gage shell at a time, use 

proper loads for range. Shot size 7 ½, or 8. 
f. Load only one shell at a time for trap 
g. When moving always have the action open and gun unloaded. Walk VS run even  

 



 
when in a hurry. 

h. Rack your gun with barrel pointed up, unloaded and action open 
i. Hand your gun to another with action open, unloaded, finger off the trigger, 

pointed in safe direction 
j. Carry only one gauge of ammunition at a time. Mistakenly loading a 20 gauge shell 

in a twelve gauge shotgun can result in serious explosions. 
k. Keep fingers outside the trigger guard until ready to call for the target. 
l. If a misfire occurs, keep muzzle pointed downrange for 30 seconds before 

opening the gun. 
 

5. Etiquette 

a. Be on time and ready to be called to shooting stations. 
b. Squad leader determined before team is called to shooting stations. 
c. Immediately proceed to gun rack and to shooting stations when called. 
d. Talking at our shooting station is prohibited; talking OK after round is over. 
e. Pointing at targets or moving while others are shooting is prohibited. Respect 

others. 
f. Move off station only when gun is unloaded. 
g. Score keeper will let you know when you can move to next station. 
h. When you call “PULL” do it so it does not upset you or your neighbor. 
i. Load gun only when you are at your station-gun pointed down range and your 

turn to shoot. Load only one shell at a time. Leave the post with action open and 
gun unloaded. 

j. Walk behind the shooting line when changing stations. 
k. Respect scorekeeper and let them do their job. 
l. If gun does not sound right after a shot or gun fails to fire, check the barrel for 

obstruction, ammunition, and action to be sure gun is working properly. Motion for 
assistance when needed. Keep barrel of gun pointed down range. 

m. If delays occur while shooting that require trap personnel in the trap houses or 
range personnel to be on the field (trap malfunctions, reloading machines, etc.) 
immediately unload your gun and exit station to ready area until trap personnel 
are off the field. 

n. Refrain from drinking or taking drugs before shooting. Drugs and alcohol do not 
mix. 

o. If emergency (do not feel well or note that someone else is not acting properly) call 
“Cease fire” and signal for assistance. Stay at your station with proper control of 
your gun. 

 

6. Demonstrations For Safe Gun Handling For All New Shooters 

a. Demonstrate how to pick up a firearm: muzzle should always point in a safe 
direction.  
i. Open the action. 
ii. Check to see if it is loaded. 
iii. Locate and demonstrate the use of the safety. 
iv. Avoid placing finger in the trigger guard. 
 



 

b. Demonstrate how to load and unload a firearm. 
i. Find gauge or caliber of firearm. 
ii. Check gun and ammunition for proper size. 
iii. Load dummy ammo into chamber and close. 
iv. Unload firearm. 
c. Demonstrate how to hand a firearm to another person. 
i. Open the action. 
ii. Put safety on. 
iii. Control muzzle direction. 
iv. Hand firearm to another person face to face with both hands on firearm. 
d. Demonstrate how to carry your firearm with another person. 
i. On your right side. 
ii. On your left side. 
iii. On both sides. 
iv. In front of you. 
v. Behind you. 

 

7. Eight Rules for Mental Review 
a. Treat every gun as if it were loaded. 
b. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 
c. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot. 
d. Know your target and what is beyond. 
e. Know how your shotgun operates. 
f. The safety is a mechanical device and can fail. 
g. Always wear eye and ear protection. 
h. Alcohol and drugs don’t mix with shooting. 

 

 

The range is under video surveillance and you will be filmed while 
you are using the range. Any violation of the above rules will result 
in loss of privileges and/or membership in the Association.  

 

 

 

 

 


